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News

Project Faculty Award

We are delighted to announce
that Project Faculty Co-Chair
Ali Asani received the 2020
Harvard Foundation Faculty
of the Year Award for his
efforts to make Harvard an

Harvard Foundation Faculty of the Year Award

Awarded by the Harvard Foundation to a faculty member who has gone above and
beyond their responsibilities to make Harvard a more inclusive place,

inclusive institution. For
many years Professor of Indo-
Muslim and Islamic Religion
and Cultures in the
Committee on the Study of
Religion and Department of
Near Eastern Languages and
Civilizations, he was recently
also named Murray A.
Albertson Professor of
Middle Eastern Studies at
Harvard University.

Learn More

In Conversation with
Melani Cammett, Ali
Asani, and Payam
Mohseni

The WCFIA Epicenter newsletter
published a conversation on the
study of Shi'ism in academia with
the Project on Shi'ism and Global
Affairs team and Michelle
Nicholasen.

Learn More

COVID-19 and the
Middle East

Project Faculty Co-Chair Melani
Cammett was invited for an
interview with the APSA
Newsletter of Comparative

APSA | COMPARATIVE POLITICS

THEORGANIZED SECTION INCOMPARATIVE POLITICS
OF THE AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIEN CEASSOCIATION

COVID-19 And the Middle East
Q&AwithMelani Cammett, Clarence Dillon Professor of International Affairs, Harvard University

You've written before on how and why ~ dientelist networks, have taken advantage of
political parties in the Middle East the pandemic. By rolling out their own efforts
engage in service provision How is the o controlthe spreadofthe disease and provide
COVID-19 pandemic likely to impact support to ciizens, they have tried to show-
this phenomenon? case theit “good governance” credentials. The
shutdown of the counts ponseto the pan-
demic bought a temporary reprieve for the sec-
tarian parties but protestors have returned to
the streets to denounce corruption, the failure
to provide adequate public services, and ongo-
ingeconomic mismanagement

Politics where she discusses the
impact of COVID-19 in the
Middle East.

In some countries in the Middle East, South Asia
and other regions, political parties are integral
to welfare regimes as providers or as brokers
for access to services. Some of my own work
focuses on the case of Lebanon, where sectar-
ian politcal parties and politicians are the key
actors in and beneficiaries of a har-
ing system characterized by corruption and
poor governance. The “October Revolution” in

Do you observe variation in how
states in the Middle East deal with

the pandemic? Are there any general
patterns that you ?

The spread of the Coronavirus has elicted
normatively disturbing praise in some dircles
for the ability of authortarian regimes to re-
spond quickly and decisively to the pandemic.
Although the public sector is notoriously un-  Renowned for ts large concentration of authori-
der-resourced, the systern as awhole has this  tarian regimes, the Middle East and North Africa
far managed t control the spread of the virus  (MENA) region will enable us to explore this
relatively effectively. On the one hand, govern- daim when we gather more information on

, pins the blame for decades of
government mismanagement on these parties,
whose patronage networks are dwindling as 3
resultofa severe economic crisis

Learn More

ment hospitals and Ministry of Public Health
officials have proactively addressed the pan-
Gemic. On the other hand, the sectarlan par-
ties, whose welfare provision and brokerage
activities have long fueled their patronage and

country-level responsesto the pandemic. Thus
far, the efforts of MENA autharitarian govern-
ments to combat the disease confirm twowide-
Wcltedtrends: On theone hand, autocrats have
taken advantage of their controlover the media
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Engage with Diversity
in the Widest Sense
Project Faculty Co-Chair Ali
Asani authored an article where
he discusses the importance of
diversity and inclusion in the
Harvard Gazette.

Learn More

Political Trends in
Pakistan and what to
expect from the Kabul-
Taliban Negotiations

Hassan Abbas, Professor at NDU

and senior adviser to the Project,

interviews Marvin G. Weinbaum,
Director of Afghanistan and

Pakistan Studies at the Middle

East Institute on the current

negotiations between the United

States and Taliban.

Learn More

Summer Workshop

B Project Director Payam Mohseni
and Project Associate
I Mohammad Saghaled a summer
B workshop on Shi'ism, geopolitics,
] contemporary ideology, and
political movements in the
modern Middle East.

Learn More

On the Origins of Islam
- AVideo Podcast with
Fred Donner

Project Associate Mohammad
Sagha hosted Fred M. Donner,
Peter B. Ritzma Professor of
Near Eastern History at the
University of Chicago, for a
podcast on the origins of Islam,
the socio-political context of
the early Islamic period, and
conventional understandings of
Islamic history, among other
topics.

Learn More

Publications

A Return to Diplomacy:
The Iran Nuclear Deal and

Project Associate Hassan
Ahmadian writes on potential
Iranian responses to a
prospective Biden
administration and Iranian
outlook towards the de facto
collapse of the JCPOA nuclear
deal.

Read Now

The Twin Crises and the
Prospects for Political
Sectarianism in Lebanon
By Melani Cammett and
Lama Mourad

Project Chair Melani Cammett
was invited by the LCPS to
answer the question "Will the
financial crisis, exacerbated
further by COVID-19,
strengthen or loosen the power

parties?”

Read Now
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Henrique Cardoso, former

Amorim, Celso Lafer, Francisco
Rezek, and José Serra -- all
former Ministers of Foreign
Affairs of Brazil -- write on the
urgency and importance of
restructuring Brazil's foreign
policy.

Read Now

| atest from Visions

Imam Sultan Mahomed
Shah Aga Khan Ill: Laying
the Foundations for Ismaili
Women's Progress

By Shenila Khoja-Moolji

This post details the efforts of
the late Aga Khan Imam, Sultan
Mahomed Shah Aga Khan lll,
towards the socio-economic
development of Muslims
globally, and, in particular, for
creating an authorizing
environment for the progress of
Nizari Ismaili women.

Read Now

Religious Pluralism &
Muslim Identity in the
West & Islamic World

Wasif Rizvi, Syed Meesam

Razvi, Mohamad Bashar

Arafat, Sajjad Rizvi

This except from the Report on
Engaging Sectarian De-
Escalation explores what it
means to enable a pluralistic
conception of Islam in the West.

Read Now

Visions

Research

The Project on Shi'ism & Global Affairs pursues Visions, the online publication platform of the Project

advanced research on four inter-disciplinary studies in on Shi’'ism and Global Affairs, provides an educational
an effort to re-focus scholarly attention on the strategic platform that bridges the dispersed field of Shi’a studies
transformations happening across the Shi’aworlds on —from historical hagiography and philosophy to
both a socio-political level as well as the cultural values contemporary geopolitics and world affairs—into a
and ideology that drive these larger phenomena. leading source on the latest analysis on Shi’ism from an

academic and scholarly perspective.
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For more on our project and research, visit shiism.wcfia.harvard.edu and follow us

on Facebook and Twitter. If you are interested in contributing or getting involved

with this initiative, please email Project Director Payam Mohseni at

pmohseni@fas.harvard.edu, or click the button below.
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